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286 COMMENTS 

Plans have already been formulated so that the course will be 
offered again next year on a larger and more elaborate scale. It is 
possible that the length of the term will also be extended from two 
to four weeks. In order to more permanently establish this school 
of instruction as a yearly institution at the University, the Texas 
Water Works Association was organized. This society was formed 
with more than sixty charter members on its rolls and the list is 
continuing to grow rapidly. In order to promote the original pur- 
pose of the organization, the founders of the society broadened the 
eligibility qualifications so that all water works men, no matter in 
what capacity employed, may be admitted as active members. 
Among other innovations, the association has already considered 
the advisability of recommending the enactment of a state law pro- 
viding for the licensing of all water purification plant operators and 
other persons responsible for the quality of water served to the 
public. 

Lewis 0. Bernhagen. 

a brave deed 

The brave facing of great danger is reported unexpectedly and 
for strange reasons in times of peace. On January 23 such bravery 
was shown by a foreman of the Terre Haute Water Works Company 
and a switchman in the Terre Haute plant of the American Car & 
Foundry Company. Frank M. Johnson, the foreman, and another 
employee of the water company, named Shepherd, visited a meter 
vault at the entrance to the industrial plant to make the regular 
monthly meter reading. The meter vault is a vault 12 feet long, 
4§ feet wide and 4§ feet deep, with dirt bottom, brick walls and con- 
crete roof covered with about 2 feet of earth. It is entered at one 
end through a manhole only 20 inches in diameter, with a perforated 
lid. The vault is built in sandy soil. 

Shepherd entered the vault, but before he had been there five 
minutes Johnson, on looking down, saw that he had become uncon- 
scious and was lying with his face against the side of the vault. 
Johnson called for help and two men ran up. Johnson had mean- 
while leaped into the vault, and had succeeded in lifting Shepherd 
to a little board platform under the manhole by the time the men 
reached the spot. With their help and that of the switchman above 
mentioned, Daniel Boyer, who came up about the same time, Shep- 
herd was dragged through the narrow manhole, and recovered later. 
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By this time Johnson in turn had been overcome and was lying 
at the bottom of the vault. Although Boyer saw that two men 
had been rendered unconscious, possibly fatally injured, he clam- 
bered into the vault, fastened the end of a chain about Johnson's 
chest so he could be lifted up, and climbed out. The chain became 
unhooked as Johnson was being lifted out, and Boyer entered the 
vault again, this time with a rope which he fastened under Johnson's 
arms. He nearly lost consciousness before he could get out of the 
vault. Johnson was removed in an unconscious condition to a 
hospital and for some time was not expected to recover. 

These men took the hazard of life and death as voluntarily as 
can be done. Johnson, a man of 39 years, with a family, could not 
let a fellow workman die in a vault evidently filled with some poison- 
ous gas. Gas had been detected there before, which was the reason 
for placing a perforated cover on the manhole, but it had never 
caused trouble. Johnson knew the danger, however, when, without 
any certainty that assistance would come in time, he went after 
Shepherd. That he is living today is great good fortune, for all the 
odds were against him. The pluck with which Boyer, a man 60 
years old, entered the deathly vault twice after Johnson, and the 
nerve with which he kept his head even when almost overcome, 
again go to prove that it is not only brash youth that is ready to 
face the great adventure bravely and efficiently when the call of 
duty comes. And let us all make sure, if we can, that our men are 
not called upon to enter such dangerous places in the routine work. 

John M. Goodell. 



